
1 

AAUW Pittsburgh Branch 

Issue No. 62 March 2016 The Newsletter of American Association of University Women - Pittsburgh Branch 

Visit us at www.pittsburgh-pa.aauw.net  

Patricia Byerly,  Editor 

  
March Program 

 

See page 2 for information about the book for book discussion. 
There is no program planned for this meeting. There will be a 
book discussion (see page 2) during lunch and a craft after 
lunch. 
 

Upcoming Programs 
Submitted by Karin Neilson, VP Programs 
 

There will not be a membership meeting in April.  But on Saturday, 
May 14th we will have our annual membership appreciation lunch-
eon and a program. It will be the last meeting for the year.  The 
planned speaker is Patsy Ann Johnson,  president of the AAUW But-
ler Branch and  a professor emeritus at Slippery Rock University. Her 
topic is “Spatial Visualization: How It Is Learned and Used”. Watch 
for more details in the May newsletter. 
 
 
 

AAUW Pittsburgh Branch 
Elected Officers & 
Committee Chairs 

 
Patricia Byerly, President 

aauwpgh.president@gmail.com  

 
Karin Neilson, Program Vice President 

aauwpgh.programvp@gmail.com  

 
Bernie Cerasaro, Finance Officer 
aauwpgh.financeofficer@gmail.com  

 
Marci Henzi, Secretary 

aauwpgh.secretary@gmail.com  
 

Newsletter Editor - Pat Byerly 
Scholarship Committee - Bernie Cerasaro 

Knit Wits - Karin Neilson 
Show-Goers - Marci Henzi 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The March meeting will be held on Sat-
urday, March 12, 2016 at the PAA in 
Oakland located at: 

4215 Fifth Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA  15213 
 

Lunch will begin at 11:45 which includes 
the book discussion to follow. Cost of 
lunch is $20. 

 
About AAUW 
 

AAUW values and seeks a diverse member-
ship. There shall be no barriers to full partici-
pation in this organization on the basis of 
gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, 
national origin, disability, or class. 
 
Because AAUW is a 501(C)(3) charitable 
membership organization, most of your na-
tional dues are tax deductible on your per-
sonal federal income tax return. 
 

A A U W   M I S S I O N 

AAUW advances equity for Women and girls 
through advocacy, education, and research. 

 
 

Be a Member Detector! 
 
New members are the lifeblood of every 
organization, including 
ours. 

 
We encourage everyone to 
invite their friends, rela-
tives, co-workers, and 
neighbors to our meetings 
throughout the year. 

http://www.pittsburgh-pa.aauw.net
mailto:aauwpgh.president@gmail.com
mailto:Aauwpgh.programvp@gmail.com
mailto:aauwpgh.financeofficer@gmail.com
mailto:Aauwpgh.secretary@gmail.com
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APB Book Discussion Group 

Please come and join us in the APB (AAUW 
Pittsburgh Branch) Book Discussion 
Group’s next book discussion. All branch 
members are welcome. You can even 
bring family and friends if they are interested. 

This meeting of the APB Book Discussion Group will be 
held on March 12, 2016 (coffee and pastries will be pro-
vided) at the PAA. The discussion starts at 10:00.  

The book selected is The Light Between 
Oceans by M. L. Stedman. 

I purchased my copy from Amazon.com but 
I am sure you can find a copy at your local 
public library.  

 

About the Author . . .  

Her official biography comprises a single line: 
''M.L. Stedman was born and raised in Western 
Australia and now lives in London.'' Even her 
first name, Margot, is concealed. 

In only her second media interview, by phone from Perth, 
Stedman is nervous and bats back questions about her age, 
schooling, family and her work as a lawyer with a polite: ''I 
really don't want to answer that.'' Stedman later explains that 
she has never been one to seek out the limelight. ''As the 
book's not autobiographical, details of my life won't really 
shed light on the story for the reader and I'd much rather let 
readers focus on the book and their own experience of it.'' 

These are the dot points of her writing life that Stedman reluc-
tantly offers for public consumption: raised and schooled in 
Perth, she says she always adored the artistry of words, had an 
affinity for them. Working in London as a lawyer in 1997, while 
staring at her office computer screen, she had a eureka mo-
ment, ''from God knows where'', deciding then to try creative 
writing. She hired a writing coach, went to Greece on a crea-
tive-writing holiday, where she wrote her first published short 
story, Flight, and went on to study creative writing part time at 
the University of London. Three novellas were published in an 
out-of-print anthology, Desperate Remedies, in 2008. 

 

Sources:  http://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/books/interview-
ml-stedman-20120322-1vkty.html 

 
 
The Light Between Oceans by M. L. Stedman 

After four harrowing years on the Western Front, Tom 
Sherbourne returns to Australia and takes a job as the 
lighthouse keeper on Janus Rock, nearly half a day’s jour-
ney from the coast.  
 
 

To this isolated island, where the supply boat comes once 
a season and shore leaves are granted every other year at 
best, Tom brings a young, bold, and loving wife, Isabel.  
 
Years later, after two miscarriages and one stillbirth, the 
grieving Isabel hears a baby’s cries on the wind. A boat 
has washed up onshore carrying a dead man and a living 
baby. 
 
Tom, whose records as a lighthouse keeper are meticu-
lous and whose moral principles have withstood a horrific 
war, wants to report the man and infant immediately. But 
Isabel has taken the tiny baby to her breast. Against 
Tom’s judgment, they claim her as their own and name 
her Lucy. When she is two, Tom and Isabel return to the 
mainland and are reminded that there are other people 
in the world. Their choice has devastated one of them. 
 
M. L. Stedman’s mesmerizing, beautifully written novel 
seduces us into accommodating Isabel’s decision to keep 
this “gift from God.” And we are swept into a story about 
extraordinarily compelling characters seeking to find their 
North Star in a world where there is no right answer, 
where justice for one person is another’s tragic loss.  
 
Source:  http://www.litlovers.com/reading-guides/13-
fiction/8859-light-between-oceans-stedman  
 
 
Do you have a book you  would like 
to suggest for a book discussion? 
Send an email to Pat with the title of 
the book and the author. All sugges-
tions will be considered. 
 

 
 

The Knit Wits 

Submitted by Karin Neilson 

A dozen Chemo Caps were donated to the Don Monti Can-
cer Center in New York by Karin Neilson. 
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AAUW Statement on Passing of U.S. Supreme 
Court Associate Justice Antonin Scalia 

 
February 14, 2016 

The American Association of Uni-
versity Women (AAUW) joins the 
nation in mourning the passing of 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Anto-
nin Scalia. Our sincere condolenc-
es go out to his family and 
friends, including his fellow justic-
es with whom he has helped shape the course of 
American jurisprudence for nearly 30 years. 

The Supreme Court has pending cases that will greatly 
affect the everyday lives of women and their families, 
and Justice Scalia’s untimely death creates a vacancy 
at a critical juncture. It is in the face of losing such a 
legal giant that we remember how fortunate we are, 
as a nation, to have a constitutional process to see us 
smoothly through this transition. 

AAUW is hopeful that our elected leaders will rise 
above the partisan fray and simply do what the Consti-
tution requires: President Barack Obama and the U.S. 
Senate must move forward to fairly and expeditiously 
select and consider a nominee. In so doing, the Ameri-
can people will be reassured that a fully staffed court 
will be available to deliver this year’s critical Supreme 
Court decisions. 

Media Contact: Amy Becker, 202.785.7756 

Source:  http://www.aauw.org/article/antonin-scalia/ 

 

 

 

How Did AAUW Action Fund Score Your Elected 
Officials in the New Congressional Voting Rec-
ord? 

Go to: https://www.aauwaction.org/voter-education/
congressional-voting-record/  

AAUW Public Policy Issues 

Advocacy isn’t just about AAUW lending our name to 
an issue or speaking up on Capitol Hill. Advocacy is 
about AAUW members and all citizens concerned with 
equity being knowledgeable and aware of the current 
status of important issues.  

Civil Rights 

AAUW advocates for equality, 
individual rights, and social jus-
tice for a diverse society. 

 Affirmative action 
 Equal Rights Amendment 
 Federal judicial nominations 
 Hate crimes prevention 
 Human trafficking 
 Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender issues 
 Reproductive rights 
 

Education 

AAUW supports a strong system of public education 
that promotes gender fairness, equity, and diversity. 

 Career and technical education 
 Charter schools 
 Common core standards 
 Disabilities 
 Education and training in welfare/Temporary Assis-

tance for Needy Families 
 Higher education 
 No Child Left Behind Act 
 School vouchers 
 Single-sex education 
 Science, technology, engineering and mathematics 

(STEM) education 
 Sexual harassment and violence in school 
 

Title IX 

AAUW supports vigorous enforcement of Title IX and 
all other civil rights laws pertaining to education. 

 Title IX 
 Equity in school athletics 
 Sexual harassment and violence in school 
 Single-sex education 
 
Source: http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/public-
policy/aauw-issues/ 

NEWS FROM AAUW 

mailto:beckera@aauw.org
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Why We’re Still Talking about the  
Doll Racism Test 

 
AAUW has a long history of recognizing women who, 
though often overlooked, have made great strides in 
their fields. Mamie Phipps Clark (1917–83) is no excep-
tion. Born and raised in Hot Springs, Arkansas, Phipps 
Clark received a scholar-
ship to attend Howard 
University in Washing-
ton, D.C., where she 
went on to earn both 
her bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees in psychol-
ogy.  
 
At Howard, Phipps Clark met her husband and re-
search partner, psychologist Kenneth Clark, and soon 
after pursued her doctorate degree in psychology at 
Columbia University in New York City. Upon gradu-
ating in 1943, Phipps Clark became the first black 
woman to receive a doctorate of psychology degree 
from the university. Her graduate thesis, The Develop-
ment of Consciousness of Self in Negro Preschool Chil-
dren, formed the basis of her future work with her hus-
band and the research for which they became most 
recognized: the doll test of the 1940s. 
 
 Together, the Clarks performed the doll test to study 
how race and segregation contributed to young black 
children’s self-perception. For the experiment, the 
Clarks presented children with dolls that were identi-
cal except for skin color. They asked the children, who 
ranged in age from 3 to 7, to indicate which doll they 
preferred and to assign attributes to each doll. The 
results showed that most children preferred the white 
dolls and also assigned positive attributes to them. The 
research demonstrated that racism and segregation 
created a feeling of inferiority among young black chil-
dren and damaged their self-esteem and self-identity.  
 
As a result of their research, the Clarks were asked to 
provide expert testimony in several school desegrega-
tion trials. And notably, the Supreme Court cited the 
Clarks’ work in the 1954 Brown v. Board of Educa-
tion case, which made segregation in public schools 
unconstitutional.  

 

Even after nearly 80 years, Phipps Clark’s work remains 
relevant today. The doll experiments have been repli-
cated countless times through the decades, 
and subsequent retests yield similar conclusions. 
A 2006 study presented young girls with three choic-
es: Barbie dolls, dolls with more realistic shapes, and 
no dolls, and then asked the girls follow-up questions 
about their body image. The results showed that those 
who looked at the Barbie dolls tended to have internal-
ized a more negative body image than the other two 
groups of girls had.  

 

In 1973, Phipps Clark received the AAUW Achievement 
Award. In her acceptance speech, she said, “This award 
will make us more conscious of the responsibility to try 
to help even more with the tremendous needs of chil-
dren, particularly distressed minority-group children.”  
 

Thankfully, today’s society seems to be growing more 
aware of the potentially damaging effects that dolls 
can have on children’s self-esteem. Recently, Mattel 
unveiled a line of Barbies that features varying body 
types, hair textures, and skin tones. Many cheer this 
move by the company to offer dolls that accurately 
reflect the diversity of our society. And with a more 
varied range of toy options available, children don’t 
have just one body standard to look to.  

 

Source: http://www.aauw.org/2016/02/10/doll-racism
-test-today/ 

 

How Barbie Became an Engi-
neer 

 

It wasn’t easy; Barbie had to fight 
an uphill battle, combating stereo-
types about women in STEM 
along the way.  

 

 

Read the full story at 

 http://www.aauw.org/2013/12/11/barbies-story/ 
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Applelicious Easter Fundraiser 
 

Easter is March 27 this year. Please consider ordering 
Applelicious hand-dipped chocolate apples and pret-
zels to promote an ongoing fundraiser towards our 
Scholarship Fund. Each 5-layer treat consists of a layer 
of vanilla caramel, two layers of milk chocolate, and a 
layer of your choice of cashews, pecans, M&M or 
Reese’s Pieces, drizzled on top with white or peanut 
butter chocolate. Pricing for our fundraiser are as fol-
lows:  Large Apples, $12.50; Small Apples, $10; Pret-
zels, $4. If you would like to purchase Easter treats for 
delivery to you at the March 12 meeting, please con-
tact Marci Henzi no later than March 1.  
 

 

March Showgoers 

Upcoming Events    Please contact me if you are inter-

ested in helping build our branch community and mak-

ing these AAUW-Pittsburgh Memorable Events!  (As 

always, open to other suggestions as well!) 

Ballet:  Beauty and the Beast at the Carnegie Per-

forming Arts Center, March 18-20. Tickets 

available at the door, $15 adults, $12 seniors 

and children, more information at http://

www.carnegieperformingartscenter.com/

ThePerformanceSeason.html 

 

Play:   The Little Mermaid  (Hans Christian Ander-

sen),  April 22-24 at CPAC (see above) 

 

Free Concert:   The Planets (Holst)  by the Pitts-

burgh Youth Symphony Orchestra  at Heinz 

Hall, Sunday, May 22, 2:30-4:30 PM,  tickets 

available after March 15, see also http://

www.pittsburghyouthsymphony.org/events/

free-heinz-hall-concert-season-finale 

 

 
Regarding the winter 2016 Outlook: “Claiming Creative 

Space:  Women in the Arts” 

As coordinator of our Special Interest Group, the Show 
goers, I received a “heads up” on the publication of this 
particular issue.  AAUW has a long history of helping 
women artists receive their due recognition.  
Even today as women’s representation in orchestras 
has increased due to blind and shoeless (think “high 
heels”) auditions, male classical musicians still outnum-
ber women, and women are even rarer to find in lead-
ership positions.  Other genres of the music industry 
(rock, pop, jazz, and country) rely on the sexualization 
of women as a marketing tool.  
Hollywood is still considered an “old boys club.”  As a 
powerful shaper of our perceptions and self-images, 
film perpetuates stereotypes about women.  It largely 
depicts the world of men. 
 
Over the past year, at least two women have received 
widespread acclaim for their excellence in the moving 
picture industry:   Ava DuVernay, director of the Martin 
Luther King Jr. biopic, Selma  and Margaret Sixel, Oscar
-nominated editor of the post-apocalyptic car chase 
Mad Max:  Fury Road. Also in the past year, gender 
bias in Hollywood has been called out;  prominent men 
and women have stepped forward to promote, em-
power and showcase women filmmakers. 
 
I recently heard an NPR interview with Margaret Sixel 
giving insight into what women can add to the story-
telling process in film.    http://
www.npr.org/2016/02/15/466832925/you-bite-off-a-
little-bit-mad-max-editor-on-how-to-shape-a-film   
Mad Max:  Fury Road is an action movie (typical male 
domain) which depicts the epic journey of a female 
renegade.  Admittedly, a male editor would have 
stopped the editing process with the explosions, but 
Margaret felt compelled that there be an emotional 
content to a lot of the stunts.  She would look at foot-
age of a particular female character and think about 
what she would be feeling at this particular part of the 
story.  And so, she was able to edit in a sense of the 
main characters (keeping them alive) so that the view-
er didn’t just get caught up in the action and stunts.  
 
In conclusion, please read this issue of Outlook. Maybe 
it will impact your outlook, help you focus on the 
AAUW mission, and increase your pride in our extraor-
dinary artistic accomplishments. 
 

http://www.carnegieperformingartscenter.com/ThePerformanceSeason.html
http://www.carnegieperformingartscenter.com/ThePerformanceSeason.html
http://www.carnegieperformingartscenter.com/ThePerformanceSeason.html
http://www.pittsburghyouthsymphony.org/events/free-heinz-hall-concert-season-finale
http://www.pittsburghyouthsymphony.org/events/free-heinz-hall-concert-season-finale
http://www.pittsburghyouthsymphony.org/events/free-heinz-hall-concert-season-finale
http://www.npr.org/2016/02/15/466832925/you-bite-off-a-little-bit-mad-max-editor-on-how-to-shape-a-film
http://www.npr.org/2016/02/15/466832925/you-bite-off-a-little-bit-mad-max-editor-on-how-to-shape-a-film
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